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French Trade in Porto Mice 1673-1780 


_V, PALANICHAMY 


The French East'India Company was 
state-controlled organization and in this 
respect it differed from private trading 


corporatioris of England and Holland. 
During that time, the Company conducted - 


‘its enterprises badly and’ wasted a lot of 


“money. After realizing the futility of . 


spending money and time in. Madagascar, 


.the French turned towards Indian. In 1669,- 


the French secured permission from the 
_ King of Golconda to establish a trading 
* depot at Masulipattinam, On July 25" 1672, 


De. La Haye, the French “viceroy” captured | 


St. Thome(modern' Mylapore in Madras), 
‘ which’ was blockaded jin the next year by 


the Dutch navy. During that time Nazir 
Muhammad Khan of Senji sent invitation 
to the French to open a trading centre in his 
territories. Bellanger De Lespinay, an 
assistant of De La Haye, approached the - 
governor of Valikondapuram, Sherkhan 
Lodi and obtained petmission to set up a 
factory at Pondicherry. Bellanger, the first 


‘Frenchman, set. foot on the soil of 
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Pondicherry on February 4‘, 1673 and later 
he left Pondicherry in 1674. It was fortified 
by his assistant Francois Martin.’ Then, 
Francois Martin became the director of 
Pondicherry Factory on May 5, 1675 and 
the Director of the Coast of Coromandel 
factories. He constructed houses, shops. 
Markets and open bazaars for the colony 
b6y spending 10,00,000 livers. He continued 
to encourage the weavers and merchants 
to produce large quantities of cloth. He 
strove hard to improve the trading 
activities of the company even in the face of 
famine, pestilence and war. 

On 2™ March 1674, Bellangier de 
Lespiny, one of the French Company 
servants went to Porto Novo to see if any 


trade could take place there. He had written’ 


letters about the seizure of barks at Porto 


Novo. He had been ordered to take of any ° 


opportunity which presented itself without 
waiting for orders from the French. De 
Lespinay returned to Pondicherry on 4™ 
March’, Provisions known Porto Novo were 
sent to Santhome in March. The Governor 
spoke to the master of a Paros (a kind of 
country craft) which was available at Porto 
Novo. However, that attempt was 
unsuccessful as the Dutch agents became 
suspicious and obtained an injunction from 
the havildar by which the captain was 
proscribed from loading anything onto his 
bark, Though Francois Martin, the founder 
of the French settlement in Pondicherry 
wanted to go personally, he could not do so 
as the Dutch had set spies and his slightest 


movement was watched. Hence, he wrote . 


to Veron to execute the designs upon which 


they had agreed... As the provisioning of 


Santhome became very acute, the governor 
had to go to Porto Novo and so he reachéd 
Porto Novo on 19" march and he informed 
his.arrival at Porto Novo to Santhome on 
the next day. 

_ On 224 March, a sampan cme in and 
moored itself at the Porto Novo roads at 
4 O’ clock in the evening. As the captain 
produced a passport signed by De Lespinay 
tht the boat belonged to Sher Khan, it wass 
spared. Had that action of the governor not 
clear reported to the officials at Port Novo 
by one of the members of that sampan, they 
would have been lost. Fortunately nothing 
of that sort happened®. It was learnt that 
the Paros had arrived safely at Santhome 
on 23" March. The provision received at 
Santhome from Porto Novo was'sucha large 
consignment that it was more than 1,20,000 
pounds of white; rice, a small quantity of 
unhusked rice along with some other 
grains, De la Haye immediately went to the 
cathedral and the Te Dum was sung to thank 
God for sending such timely help. Two 
barks, one large and one small anchored 
before the fort on the night of 25" and 26" of 
March. The cargo consisted of rice, paddy 
and asmall quantity of peas and wheat. The 
captain explained that both the barks had 
been seized at the roads of Port Novo two 
days earlier. The sailors who had been 
responsible for the seizure of boats at Porto 
Novo were brought together at the square 
on 2" April, Each was awarded clothes, 
fresh linen, and ten crowns as an interim” 
award until conditions changed, enabling 
de la Haye to recompense them in a better 
manner’, , 
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Since the “Saint Francois de’ Assise” 
could not sail for Europe until January 1684, 
as a winter anchorage for the ship had to be 
found in view of the frequent squalls that 
occur. from end of October to the month of 
December, the ship had been sent to Porto 
Novo. From this, we understand that the 
port facilitated for suitable anchorage may 
also be ascribed as one of the reasons for its 
growth. The Danes at Tranquebar entered 
into violent altercations with the Brahmin 
governor of Porto Novo who had insulted 
some members of their fraternity. The 
governor was responsible for the loss of 
commerce at Porto Novo. Owing to the 
altercation, the Danes did not allow even a 
single ship to leave the port which resulted 
in the loss of custom dues which otherwise 
could have accrued. The Moorish 
commander felt he could not achieve very 
much from his present position. He sent 
his brother to the English governor at the 
fort at Devenampattinam to enquire 
whether they could withdraw inside a 
temple within the English dependency at a 
distance of half a league from the fort. They 
wished to fortify themselves there. The 
position would be very advantageous for 
them as they would be able to extend their 
operations up to Porto Novo and beyond 
into the countryside, which was fertile and 
populous®, 

We had sent some merchandise of the 
company in the hands of a country. 
merchant. Prior to our departure from the 
coast we sent orders directing that the 
commodities should be sold. We asked the 
merchants to hand over the proceeds to 
Sieur Manuel Correa, a wealthy, upright 
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Portuguese gentleman who was a resident 
of Porto Novo: Several Portuguese 
merchants who-had been established at 
Porto Novo, since a long time no-longer 
considered themselves safe in September 
1690. Some of them proceeded south while 
a few sought refuge in Pondicherry. Several 
merchants including Chulias, Hindus. and 
even a few Portuguese from Porto Novo due 
to activities of marauding parties initially 
sought refuge in Cuddalore. They latter 


- established themselves and were later 


joined by several others. It-is stated that 
particular care had to be given in curing 
the blue cloth before packing for if the same 
is not properly done spots appear and the 
value of the cloth depreciates. 

South Indian Merchant like Ananda 
Rangapillai started to trade with Porto 
Novo in textiles. : They collected bales of 
cloth and dispatched the same on the ship 
Maure which was jointly owned by Imam 
Sahib and Dumas, the French Governor. 
The Governor also traded along with 
M.Lefranquerie in another vessels. . A 
quantity of blue piece goods was received 
from Porto’ Novo, which was made up for 
the governor into twenty six bales, Certain 
tradesmen had ‘to be baled at Porto Novo 
by the Dubash who went there on 15" 
January 1737 returned to Pondicherry on 
28" February*. The quantity of blue piece 


‘goods which was received on 16 March 


1737 from Porto Novo was. made up for 
M.Dumas into twenty six bales. The 


governor inquired on 27" March about the 


cargo loaded on the Manila ship for. which 
the Brahmins who were the accountants in| 
the sea-customs office’ produced: certain 


records which contained the entries of bales 

embarked from the port of Porto Novo, 

Cuddalore and Pondicherry’. : 
M.Elias summoned the diarist on 21* 


April 1738 and asked him to procure’ 


' hundred’ candies of lead from Nagur or 
Porto Novo or any adjacent place as he left 


. for china. The Governor countermanded the © 


order which he had given for black cloth on 
twelfth August 1739, two cubits broad, 
‘coarse cloth, eighteen. cubits long etc., due 
to the slackness of business in Mocha. Asia 
result the dubashi wrote to the weavers at 
Porto Novo, Chennamanayaka Palayam 
asking them not,to weave and nat to send 
the same in evasive terms. (Ibid. pp.55, 66) 
from this, we understand that the company 
took the weavers foi a tide. The cargo which 
the French ship Due d’ Orleans carried 1385 
bales of piece goods including a small one of 
fine material shipped at Porto Novo besides 
ten or fifteen parcels belonging to ‘sundry 
, merchants on 15" February 1740°. 


Ports and its Hinterland _ 


Pondicherry had its commercial: 


relations with trade centres in the 
hinterland, 
century it went on expanding on account of 
overseas trade carried'on by the French 
Company. The French were keen to'collect 
the commodities from the trading centres 
in the hinterland for export. 
requirements of foodstuffs, textiles and raw 
materials had to be.met-by:the flow of 
commodities. from outside Pondicherry 


where such. products. were produced: 


abundantly. - Merchants were sent 


In the beginning of the 18". 


The © 


elsewhere. to purchase cotton textiles, 
Cotton fabrics of various kinds such as 


bleached, unbleached, coarse cloth and . 
- rough cloth were brought from Porto Novo. 


Some rough cloths were carried from the 
villages after twenty days of cart travels to 
Pondicherry’. Rice, patathikarai of fine 
quality, coarse blue cloth, ‘Chintz.and 


_lampasses were brought from Fort St. David, 
Cuddalore, Porto Novo and adjoining _ 


villages to Pondicherry by bullock carts", 
Jaggery which was required for distillation 
of arrack at Pondicherry was obtained from 


Cuddalore and its neighbouring villages". 
Arecanuts were also brought from’ 


Cuddalore, but was prohibited in 1746, 
because the merchants did riot buy-the 
arcanuts available in Pondicherry as it was 


cheaper in Cuddalore than in Pondicherry’... 
Cotton, cloths from Pondicherry were 


dispatched: to Fort St. David for dying. From 
Porto Novo, where the French had their 
trading ‘houses and’ cloths were produced 


for Company’s purposes, cotton cloth, blue. 


piece goods, handkerchiefs, brown cloth, 


long'cloth and Dutch sorts were carried by 


the.merchants for shipment to Mocha, 
Manila and French islands". through 


Pondicherry. But cloths coming from this 


place were blocked for some time when 


Porto Novo was pillaged by the Marathas ” 


irt 1741". 
Porto Novo, iniftgericed by the Dutch; 


developed into a’ manufacturing-cum-, 
_ commercial centre. Weavers in Porto Novo ° 


and its surrounding villages wove coarse 
blue-cloth, ordinary guinea with blue colour 
called guinea blue, guinea ordinary of 18 
conjams, piece goods, black cloth two cubits 
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- broad, coarse cloth eighteen cubits long, and 
hand-printed cotton cloth called chintz'’, 
These were meant largely for export to 
Mocha, manila, French island and Achin. 
The Cloths produced here were similar to 
those of salam. 


Wholesalers 


The textile merchants usually sent 
their brokers with advanced money to the 
interior trading centres such as salam, 
Chinnappanayakanpalayam, Ulundurpet, 
Porto Novo etc., and to weaving villages, 


where cloths were produced in abundance. | 


In 1740, Sunga Rama Chetty, ‘his son 
Sunguvar Sheshachala Chetty’and Tiruviti 


‘Balu Chetty were reported to have supplied: 


enormous quantity of textiles such as 
guinea, salempores at Karaikal counter, for 


‘which they had paid the stipulated taxon’ 


them. At the time of misery and starvation, 
when the weavers did not work properly 
on account of ptice escalation of food grains, 
_ these merchants were riot able to supply 
the contracted items of cloths to. the 
Company. Even though these merchants 


signed annual contracts with the Governor. 


for the supply of cloths as per’ schedule, at 


times they supplied cloths very late on’ 


account of civil disputes, scarcity ‘or high 
cost of cotton, resulting in stoppage or 
lowering of production. Under such critical 
situation, when there was not enough stock 
in the Company’s godown for shipment, the 
Council made contract with the merchants 


" promising to pay the transportaion charge, 


customs duties and all other incidental 
expenditure. When the merchants failed to 
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‘sup-ply; the textiles as per terms of the 


agreement, the Superior Council usually 
looked for contract with other merchants 


of distant areas like Porto Novo.. Money was 


advanced to them so as to ensure good 
quality manufacture. Thus, they supplied 
cloths to the Company on credit and in'lieu 
of supplying broadcloths by the Company. 


' They had accounts with the Company, 


which were examined from time to time. 
On: some occasions, these merchants were 
not able to purchase more than 100 bales of 


‘broadcloths from: the Council, for which 
‘ they had to supply textiles", 


Shipowners 


The Marakkayar merchants of the . 


Coromandel Coast were the principal 
shipowners, ‘possessing several ships of 
their own: They engaged themselves largely 
in the coastal and oceanic trade, They were 


part of the Chulia group of Muslim trading 


community of the Coromandel Coast and 


_were the wealthiest of the Chulias. Most of: 


them owned country crafts and carried on 


coastal trade. It is‘ significant to note that | 


Hasasn Marakkayan of Porto ‘Novo had his 
own vessel which plied constantly between 


-Porto Novo and Marakkanam via 


Pondicherry: carring cargo of salt’. 


-‘Marakkayar merchants of Porto Novo 
‘loaded their various commercial goods 


frequently of French: country ships on freight 
basis’ to overseasmarket", . Shaikh 
Muhammad Hadi, the amaldar of Porto 
Novo sought the assistance of Rangapillai 
on 25" June 1746 to obtain a license from 
the Governor to sell paddy at Pondicherry 


from his village Rettai Alagramam and the 
same was granted. The merchants and 
inhabitants of Fort st. David and Cuddalore 
sent their articles of value and their 
furniture together with their women and 
children to Porto Novo and the men alone 
remained there on 15" July 1746. Orkandi 
Rangappa Nayakkan, the Dubash of 
Mr.Hinde, Governor of Fort St. David was 
the first to dispatch his wife and children 
and his property to Porto Novo. The alarm 
that has taken place, those who had earlier 
deserted Porto Novo and immigrated to 
Cuddalore during the Maratha’s invasion 
now returned to Porto Novo, especially the 
Dutch traders and artisans. While 
Cuddalore and Fort St. David were 
desérted, Porto Novo had been flourishing 
brisk with trade as it used to be. The 
company’s ship Marie Gertrude was 
ordered to Alambarai with instructions to 
lie in at anchor in the roads there under a 
false name to fly a Muhammadan flag and 
to pass as being owned by Muhammad Ali 
Beg of Porto Novo on 21* July 1746. 

This ship was stayed there to ship 
salt. Kasilevvai Marakkayan from Porto 
Novo was taken before the Governor who 
authorized his appointment as master and 
permitted him to proceed with the ship, 
which departed under the assumed name 
of khizr Mir Ahmad. M. Paradis set out for 
Karaikal on 12 August 1746 in his 
palanquin with four pennons without any 
body's knowledge. He was to-go te Porto 
Novo by land and from there by a boat to 
Karaikal. Tiruvengada Pillai informed the 
diarist about the proposed route of the 
Journey. The diarist went to M.de la touché 
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on 15" August 1746 and asked him to write 
aletter to M.Astrue to.purchase fifty or sixty 
casks of Colombo arrack that was available 
at Porto Novo. The diarist asked the former 
to write to inform the latter to buy 500 or 
600 blocks of jaggery packed in Palmyra 
leaves as many as could be procured. Miran 
Marakkayan of Porto Novo and Mamrez 
Khan had requested for the safe conduct of 
a ship which were bound for Tenasserim 
and Queda on 19'* August-1746, 

Amaldars and peons were to be sent 
to Venkatammal Pettai and Porto Novo to 
hoist the white flag which was decided on 
twelfth June. The petition of Rahim Sahib 
of Porto Novo was recommended on 
eighteenth June 1750, The amaldar of Porto 
Novo had also fled and all were in utter 
confusion not only in Porto Novo but also 
in the pargannahs on the next day. Six 
months later the English forbade the 
merchants in their bounds to assist the 
French with either freight or loans. That 
affected the French trade to Manila 
especially as Manila cargoes were mainly 
composed of Porto Novo cloth (blue) and 
Madras Chint, The coarse bleu cloth made 
at Porto Novo and Cuddalore cannot at that 
time be equaled elsewhere but it was not to 
be compared with what used to be made 
there. From that could understand the 
greater demand and the fine quality of Porto 
Novo cloth. The French and English 
factories at Porto Novo had been washed 
away. There was thirty feet of water in the 
Dutch factory and so they were to build a 
factory in the washing place. M. Godeheu 
received a letter from our European at Porto 
Novo. : 


Iron bar and tin were the other items 
of import from the Europe. These. were 
mainly imported from France by the 
Superior Council. In April 1753, the ship la 
Villefix brought plenty of tin from Europe 
to Porto Novo, where the French purchased 
it at the rate of about 33 pagodas per candy 
of about 500 ibs and brought. to 
Pondicherry for resale. There was no 
demand for iron bar in the markets’ of the 
Coromandel region and so they were not 
sold. Iron, imported into Pondicherry, was 

.te-exported mainly to Mocha and Manila. 

Ataconsultation of 21" January 1754, 
a petition from Captain Holford desiring 
some advice and direction in relation to his 
vessel stranded near Port Novo. Shaikh 
Ibrahim asked whether the sowcars who 
owned elephants at Port Novo might carry 
them out that way, and a reply was given 
on third of December, 1754. The diarist was 
asked to iriterpret the letter sent by the 
Pathans who had landed elephants at Porto 


Novo; on fourth December 1754. They 


wished that the amils to be ordered to collect 


only the usual customs in Bhuvanagiri and 
other villages. The diarist gave the razinhama 
given by the marakkrs of Port Novo to the 
Governor for a factory in the place of the 
one washed away and its French 
translation on eighteenth December 1754. 
M. Lenoir advised the diarist on eleventh 
February, 1755 and sent him as the captain 
to Porto Novo and he managed all trade. 
For the sake of ten fanams, the European there 
with the help of some people were hindering 
the amaldar’s work and then wrote there 
after raising disturbances there. On hearing 


_that the Governor wondered Porto Novo 


was a sea-port and how could such a thing 
happen there on sixth April 1754. When 
some Marakayars were loading ships with 
goods at Porto Novo and when the ships 
were about to sail Malay who had been 
cutting his nails with a knife, suddenly got 
up and stabbed five able and inoffensive 
Marakkayars and jumped into the water on 
29" August 1756, The lascars jumped after 
him and seized him and were imprisoned 
then at Porto Novo. 
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Trade and Commerce under the Asaf Jahi’s rule 


Pros, A. Bossitt & GAJULA DAYAKAR. 


This paper deals with Trade and 
Commerce during Asaf Jahi rule states from 
1724 ends in 1948. The articles for trade and 
commerce divided into two categories: Agro 
based products and non agro ‘based 
products were taken into consideration as 
trade commodities. 

The Asaf Jahis encouraged 
‘Agriculture sector, Industry, Mining and 

, also Trade and Commeree, since the 
beginning of the Asaf Jahi rule in 1724 A.D. 
ie. early eighteenth century, the Nizam 
dominions had considerable trade with 


coastal Andhra! and Rayalaseema’. Due to 


carnatic wars so many political changes 
were took place and at the same time geo- 
politics were also changed in light of the 
above Nizam’s dominion was land-locked 
after 1765°. The, trade between Hyderabad 
State and the ports of Coastal Andhra had 
been brisk, the Chief articles of trade were 
piece goods of native manufactures i.e., 
coastal Andhra food grains, fruits, cotton, 
thread, clay goods, clothes and yarn of 
different colours ready for the loom, dyes, 


silks, carpets, metals, salt camphor, tobacco 
betel and timber. These were usually 
brought by the lambadis, who invested 
apart of the returns in salt from the 
northern circais*. Goods to the tune ofa few 
lakhs of rupees were exported from Andhra 
to the Nizam’s Dominons, Fine muslins 
worth Rs.50, 000 to 60,000 ‘were annually: - - 
imported from Northern circars®. Apart 
from muslins, pepper, ‘turmeric, coconuts, 
chillies, salt, coco, tobacco and native cloths 
from various places in Andhra such as 
pandranki, Anakapalli, and Guntur, were 
imported into Hyderabad state’. From 
Muslipatnam salt, fine cloths of native 
manufacture, such as chintzes muslins, 
Bengal silks, copper, tin, rose water, etc., 
worth of few lakhs of rupees were brought 
to: Hyderabad state”. 

Hyderabad state exported gold and 
silver, lace, wheat spices, drugs, rose flower, 
dye, turbans, honey, opium, timber, wax, 
betel nut, sandalwood and Hyderabad 
paper opium and cotton were exported 
annually to the tune of Rs.2 lakh to Andhra 
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